In discharging the duty assigned me by this society, at .its last annual meeting, I propose to present some of the many claims of medical science, as preparatory to the pursuit of dental surgery. When I reflect upon the importance of these claims, I could wish for them an abler advocate?one whose age and station would tend to give sanction to his sentiments. The stand which dental surgery is taking among the learned professions, and that far from limited range of diseases, which are now justly considered as coming within the province of the dentist, requires of him something more than those qualifications, fitting him for a mere tooth-smith. The public are beginning to require at his hand, the exercise of duties which science alone will enable him properly to discharge.
These claims can, perhaps in no way, be more clearly presented, than by an examination of its several branches. Before entering upon detail, however, we shall premise, that he who practices every branch of dental surgery safely, must be sufficiently acquainted with the human system, not only to trace 2?VOL. v. /33 73 given symptoms to their cause, but able to anticipate all their possible tendencies; for, as it has been justly observed, while his profession would seem to limit him to one suit of organs, these are "organs connected most intimately, by a thousand sympathies, with almost every part of the system."
He would be esteemed a poor general, who should know only the situation of the battle ground, while he was ignorant of all the thousand avenues to and from it, by which the enemy might retreat, or be reinforced; and it is equally true, that he who undertakes to meet, and repel disease, the common enemy of health and life, should not only be familiar with its present aspect, the ground which it at the time occupies, but with all its connections, with other parts.
To do this in respect to the human system, a knowledge of anatomy, which alone can give us definite information of the location, and structure of every organ, and their connections, and dependencies, is absolutety essential.
Sir Charles Bell declares it to be the basis of all medical skill, and all will doubtless concur in this opinion, who are sufficiently acquainted with it, justly to appreciate its bearings upon any branch of the healing art. Its claims upon the dentist are manifold. It is important as the only means of obtaining a clear idea of those parts directly involved in dental operations?to give him the relative connection and dependencies of these parts with each and every other part ^of the system, affected through the medium of the nerves, circulation, and its tributaries, respiration and digestion?and as being the basis of several other branches of medical science.
In proceeding to illustrate these several claims, we remark that the necessity of understanding those parts directly concerned in dental operations, is so nearly self-evident, that it hardly needs illustration. Few, and did not observation prove otherwise, we should say none, calling themselves dentists, are so culpably ignorant, as not to understand the anatomy of the teeth, their general form, both within and without the jaw; the number and relative position of the fangs of each class; the structure of the maxillary bones, and in short, with each part directly involved in his operations; but the idea of studying 1844.] upon the Practitioner of Dental Surgery. Theory and Practice of Medicine.?This department of medical science, is that under which diseases are classed and defined, their symptoms described, their causes investigated, their indications discovered, by which their cure is to be attempted, and the remedies enumerated by which these indications are to be fulfilled. This definition includes, to some extent, general surgery, for, as remarked above, though these two divisions are nominally made, by our present arrangement of medical science, yet this distinction is almost wholly arbitrary. It will be readily perceived, moreover, that to comprehend this branch fully, a knowledge of every other department of medicine is indispensable. But the point in which we are at present interested, is, its applicability to dental surgery. Will, then, the study of theory and practice of medicine augment the resources of the dental surgeon ? We answer that it is capable of doing so in many very important particulars : by giving more clear and extensive views than he could otherwise obtain of general morbific agents, which are liable to affect every portion of the system, as also its susceptibility to be affected by them?by giving direct information upon many diseases which it is the duty of every dental practitioner to understand?and, by bringing out and impressing on his mind a thousand general principles and laws, not only of disease, but of the application and effects of remedies and their indications.
The limited space which this topic can occupy in this dissertation, must prevent very full illustration, and after what has been said of the connections of the various organs of the system, very little time need be spent to prove that any branch, having for its object the investigation of diseases generally, the laws governing them, and their relation to each other, would throw light upon the diseases of any organ or suit of organs, notwith-upon the practicability or safety of dental operations during pregnancy, and we have a few of the many requisitions which this branch makes upon the dental practitioner. Although in our discussions of this subject, only a few general particulars have been noticed, yet could no additional incentives be offered, those already enumerated are quite sufficient to induce all, whose chief inquiry is, not after the minimum, homoeopathic amount of information, which will possibly answer their end, to give even this branch of medical science a careful perusal.
Of infantile diseases, we shall notice only those connected with dentition, and as many of these are treated upon at some length in dental works, our remarks under this head may be brief. At the commencement of our subject, we assumed that he who practices every department of dentistry safely, must We have now enumerated and set forth some of the claims to the attention of the dental student, the several branches required by law to obtain a "sheep-skin diploma,." In relation to several of these branches, we have already had occasion to remark, that they include much which would not directly concern the dental student, and which could only be useful to him, as developing and impressing some general principle or law with which he should be familiar. he is ignorant of dental diseases, and their relation to the entire frame. But as applied to him who would make a sudden transit from medical to dental practice, it is an error which entirely disqualifies him for the latter, even in respect to the recognition and proper treatment of dental diseases, to say nothing of the lack of skill, in those nice and delicate mechanical manipulations, which require years of youthful training to acquire, and that, too, with an original taste which no practice can impart.
Whoever, therefore, would reap the full benefit of a medical education, as a dentist, must pursue this study with a direct view to dental practice. For beside the liability of the medical student to neglect as unimportant those facts most useful to the dentist, it is certain, also, that the time actually spent in the study of medicine with a view to obtain a diploma, is never sufficient to enable the student to treasure up, for ready use, but comparatively few of all the facts which are presented in his course, and these would naturally be of that class he deemed most useful. But while every day's observation constrains us to con- elude, that the physician is no dentist, it by no means follows that medical science may be neglected with impunity by the dental surgeon. Of the arch which is to stretch across the stream of time ahd form the basis of his professional eminence, it must, emphatically, constitute the key-stone.
With this brief notice of the several branches of medical science, and their relation to dental practice, I appeal to the good sense and experience of every member of this society, whether there is danger of setting our standard too high. It has been wisely said, that "he who aims at the sun, though he may not reach it, yet his arrow will fly higher than if he aimed at an object on a level with himself."
To the art of elevating, it is high time that the attention of every honorable member of the profession was called; athe art of sinking" will take care of itself. The history of every quack constitutes an essay upon this subject, and it must be the business of all who would see dentistry occupying its proper rank among the honorable professions, to counteract their wide spread influence. It should not only be his aim to adopt for himself the true standard, but to take all proper means, to disseminate correct views upon this subject.
The fact that dentistry is generally regarded, by the public, as a mere mechanical art, does more towards sustaining quackery, than all other causes combined. It has an effect which law can never countervail, and while public opinion is wrong upon this point, no law will be more efficient, than those forbidding the sale of ardent spirits, while public opinion is in favor of this traffic; till this be corrected, in either case, the grunt of the "striped pig" will be heard at every corner of the street?the fee will be taken at the door, and quackery within dealt out gratis.
